a missionary's  job
worked but ever-willing Pugh to consult; but for the most
part I was my own eye department. I had to treat my
own patients for skin, ear, throat or any other diseases
they happened to be suffering from.
Having done nothing but surgery since my qualification
in the early months of the War, I found that most of my
knowledge of medicine had passed into oblivion. I had to
read up my medicine and gynaecology as well as these
other subjects, and try at the same time to keep abreast
of modern teaching and methods in all these things, surgery
included. In London, and during the War, one always
had plenty of other people with whom to share responsibility
and to discuss special cases. Here in India, Pugh and I
were solely responsible for them all. Some of our Indian
assistants knew very much more practical medicine than
I, yet they seldom ventured to express an opinion, greatly
preferring the white man to take full responsibility for
everything. In short, I rapidly grew to understand that a
medical missionary had to be a Jack-of-all-trades, even
if he were master of none, or of only one. Whether he
likes it or not, he finds himself a veritable Poo-Bah without
that gentleman's self-confidence. Of course, it was worse
—far worse—when Pugh retired three years later and left
me in full charge. But of that, more anon.
One of the crying needs of Neyyoor Hospital in 1923
was the need for expansion. Pugh had had a full-time
job, and although I had hoped to relieve him a little,
it was soon apparent to both of us that we were in the
same boat, and that the result of my arrival at Neyyoor
was simply that twice as much work could be done by
two people. In other words, we each discovered that we
had full-time jobs with no time for relief on either side.
Within a few months of my coming we deemed it essential
to build fresh accommodation. The women's side of the
work was in the greater need, for up to that time the
female wards had been in the front block close to the road.
So accessible to all and sundry were they that it is almost
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